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for their sick is to suck them Until Blood comes. I
saw one in the hands of the old Medicine-men; one
whistled and played on a gourd; another sucked;
while the third sang the Song of the Crocodile,
whose skin served him as a drum. As they are
Satisfied with their Squashes and their corn, of which
they have an abundance, They are indolent, and
hardly ever Hunt. They have nevertheless the
reputation of being warriors, and are feared by the
neighboring tribes. They are not cruel; and, far
from putting to death any slaves whom they may
capture, as soon as the latter enter the village the
women weep over Them, pity them for having been
taken, and afterward treat them better than their
own children. When any of their people go out
Hunting, the women begin to weep, as if they were
about to lose them; And, when they return from
Hunting, They weep with joy at seeing them once
more. There are few Villages in france where there
are more hens and Cocks than in that of the houmas,
because they never kill any, and will not even eat
any of those that their Dogs quite often kill. When
one wishes to obtain chickens from them, He must
not say that he intends to kill or eat them. They
would give them with reluctance; but they willingly
sell these fowls when they are not killed in their
presence, or when they are told that they will be
taken away to be reared as with them. The hens
have little chickens at all times, And in the month of
december there were some in all the Cabins, since
they keep Warm in the Cabins,— which the people
are Careful to keep clean, and which they sweep out
2 or 3 times a day.¥ The Children, the men, and
the young men are dressed like the Tounika. The



